
   

ALLEN COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

ASSISTANCE ADVISORY BOARD 

AGENDA 
MEETING ON AUGUST 24, 2017 AT 5 P.M. 

ALLEN COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

Chuck opened the meeting at 5 p.m.   

Members present: 

 Chuck Apt, III 

 Travis Coffield 

 Jerry Dreher  

 Don Erbert 

 Herb Sigg 

 Susan Thompson 

  

Absent:  Matt Skahan   

 

Visitors:  Dave Regehr, Allen County Economic Development Incentive Board  

  Terry Sparks, Allen County Economic Development Incentive Board 

  Craig Abbott, Allen County Economic Development Incentive Board 

  Darrell Monfort, Allen County Economic Development Incentive Board. 

 Sherrie L Riebel, Allen County Clerk 

 Alan Weber, Allen County Counselor 

 Bob Johnson, Iola Register representative 

 Larry Manes, Marmaton Market 

 Jerry Daniels, Allen County Commissioner 

 Jim Talkington, Allen County Commissioner 

 Thomas R. William, Allen County Commissioner 

  Bill Maness, Thrive Economic Development Director  

 Sid Fleming, City of Iola Administrator 

 

Chuck called the meeting to order.   

 

Chuck entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2017 meeting.  Jerry so 

moved, Don seconded, motion passed. 

 

Chuck asked if the board had any comments on the application forms or if any of them wanted 

to recommend any changes.  Don stated he was still concerned on financial information being 

open to the public.  He asked if they have to be open record.  Alan stated he has reviewed and 

most records can’t be closed since it is a county application process.  However, there may be 

some limited protection under KOMA and KORA for personal financial information.  Don wants to 

pull that requirement and rely on the rating sheet for the board to make a decision.  Susan 

stated if they are concerned about people see their finances then maybe they have too much 

money or they have taken bankruptcy.   Terry Sparks stated he wrestled with how to determine if 

the application is for a new business or changing business or if the request for the business 

and/or a person.  Chuck stated if it is a corporation or LLC it will depend on the application.  

Jerry said the information should stay confidential.  Susan said at the least it should be a sign of 



   

good will gesture.  Alan stated only if it is through someone other than the county that full 

confidentiality works.  He has visited with Dennis Arnold at SEK Regional Planning Commission 

about loans.  Don’s concern is that they won’t apply if they have to supply financials.  Alan 

discussed some terms in open record act that provides certain items to be open or closed.  

Applicants can apply or not; their decision.  Chuck stated they might be able to revise the 

application some once their up and going.  Craig asked about changes to the applications.  

Alan stated any changes on the applications still go through the Allen County Commission.  Terry 

told Chuck the committee had done a great job.  He wanted to know when a new business is 

determined.  Discussion followed.  All the information collected on the application should be 

helpful to make the appropriate decisions.  There are tools set up to help determine who is 

eligible. They asked if there is a 2nd group to review applications.  Alan suggested the new 

committee review and get better familiar with the applications.  Craig surprised that a date 

drop-dead date for accepting applications is mentioned.  Alan and Don both stated there is a 

process.  Most present wondered if 30 days was time to enough to review and present 

recommendations to the Allen County Commission.  Chuck explained he thought the new 

board would have quarterly meetings and meet during that time and set up when the 

commission can approve or deny financing before budget process is complete.  Applications 

will have a drop dead date so to work with the budget processing.  Designated funds are held 

in the county’s general fund.  Alan explained future years might keep it tied to that year’s 

allocation or might carry over; depends.  Don asked about timing if a business needs it sooner 

than the scheduled quarterly meeting.  Chuck introduced four of the next Allen County 

Economic Development Incentive Board; Dave Regehr, Terry Sparks, Craig Abbott, Darrell 

Monfort and the others were not able to attend this meeting are Jerry Whitworth, Steve Strickler, 

and Dick Works.  

 

Chuck entertained a motion to accept the application forms as they currently exist.  Don moved 

to accept the current three applications.   Susan seconded, the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Chuck thanked this group for servicing and he had an enjoyable time.  He hopes this will be a 

benefit for Allen County.   

Don wants to address Allen County Commissioners present and address the Iola Register on their 

article.  Don expressed his option about Allen County handing out money.  He thinks it is bad 

planning and used the apartments and G&W as examples. He stated most of the current 

business owners in Allen County have put heart and soul into their business to make them 

successful.  He does hope good will come out of this endeavor.  The $300,000 to remediate 

ground to price of the land is not good practice and someone needs to take Business 101.  He 

stated Allen County already gives monies to Bowlus and such.  He stated everyone on the board 

thinks it is bad to give out public money.  He felt this board has set up a policy to make it work 

though.   

 

Susan stated the committee has taken a lot of public comment but stayed in the committee to 

set up policy but may not even have an applicant qualify.   

 

Tom Williams arrived.   

 

Larry Manes, Marmaton Market, stated they are not in competition with anyone but looking out 

for elderly.  The store needs refurbished and he explained the need of money.  They are raising 

money but has to do so as a “for-profit”.  He had plans to come and vist the commission to say if 

one grocery store is worth $300,000 then surely one little store in Moran is worth something.  



   

Chuck advised him to get an application as soon as they are available.  Larry doesn’t want to 

ask for money at this time as he isn’t sure how much they will raise.   

 

Don stated everyone will need to have business plans, but they should have that!  Larry stated 

there are three things you have to have to keep a town viable; a school, post office and 

grocery store.  Chuck reminded them the objective criteria have been established.  He wants 

the effort to be successful.   

 

 

Don moved to adjourned, Travis seconded, motion passed unanimously. This was the final 

meeting of this board. 

 

 


